
 
CinemaSpace  at the Segal Centre presents an evening with  

Le Cinéclub de Montréal: «THE FILM SOCIETY» 
 

Event:  Screening of THE PUBLIC DEFENDER (1931, 70 mins plus shorts and Q&A, B&W)    
Topic: Origins of “The Dark Knight”   
Guest speaker: TBA 
Date: Wednesday, July 16th, 2008, 7pm  
Tickets: A one evening Film Society membership is only $8. $6 for students (with ID) and seniors (65+).  Available at the 
Segal Centre box office and Admission.com. Seating is limited. Call in advance for tickets: 514-739-7944. 
 
In the early 1930Õs celebrated comic book artist Bob Kane went out to the movies one night and saw a film that 
was to significantly influence the creation of his best-known work, ÒBatmanÓ. That film was THE PUBLIC 
DEFENDER released in 1931. It starred one of the big name leading men of the day, Richard Dix. Most notably, 
it also features Boris Karloff before he was to be made famous in his role as FrankensteinÕs monster in the James 
Whale Universal Studios film. Its basic plot involves a millionaire playboy who takes it upon himself to 
clandestinely punish criminals while leaving behind a mysterious calling card with a distinct symbol, signed ÒThe 
ReckonerÓ. The mystery avenger also has an older Alfred-like assistant named ÒProfessorÓ (Karloff) who lives 
with him in his large mansion and performs criminal research for him.  
 
There are no bats, no capes and no underground labs but there are enough elements here for the avid fan of ÒThe 
Dark KnightÓ to identify as being influential in the creation of the most popular comic book character of all time.     
 

    
 
No one knows for sure where Bob Kane actually first watched the film, but it was likely one of the newly built 
grand old movie palaces of that golden age.  What we will offer you is the recreation of a typical movie theatre 
program of the early 1930Õs including a serial chapter, early cartoon and a few surprise shorts. So whether you are 
a fan of the famed comic book character or want to experience a 1930Õs-style night at the movies, this is going to 
be one fun screening!   

Film Society events take place every second Wednesday at The Segal CentreÕs brand new CinemaSpace screening room. 
More info at SegalCentre.org. To be on our mailing list, please email esoiferman@segalcentre.org 

 


